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Is learning English that hard? 

Do you understand what English is all about? 

Why is it important? 

 

Well, English is an international language – used widely in our world. English is our medium of 

communication, it is significant in economic and political purposes, it is about the references 

that we have to refer to in our studies, and most importantly – it is the language that we SPEAK! 

There are many ways how we can learn English in a very interesting and effective way.  

1. Play English games 

2. Read books 

3. Write a journal 

4. Keep a vocabulary notebook 

5. Speak lots of English with your friends 

6. Watch English series, movies and listens to English music! 

 

1. Play English games 

There are a lot of English games that we can find either in the internet or any games that 

we can find at the stores. Games such as Scrabble, Boggle, Monopoly, Word Twist and 

some other games are very interesting to enhance our vocabularies and language skills.  
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English Second Language teachers everywhere have classes of children who are bursting 

with energy, ideas and jokes. They are laughing and talking in their first language as 



they enter the classroom. It’s your job as the teacher to change the focus of their 

thoughts to the content of the lesson that you have prepared. This article suggests types 

of activities that will catch their interest and establish control and harmony within the 

room. 

 

How Can You Direct Their Thoughts to an English Language Lesson 

That They’ll Find Exciting? 

CROSSWORD PUZZLES: 

Everyone loves to do crossword puzzles. There are all kinds of 

crossword puzzles available. These are fun to do, and are very useful in teaching 

vocabulary, because students love the challenge. There are even interactive puzzles 

available, which the students can do on their computers. Often these can puzzles can be 

given to students who finish their in class assignments early. 

 

WORD FIND PUZZLES: 

These active children are often very creative. This type of puzzle is a quiet way of 

directing their interest. You might have a list of words that 

have been introduced in a previous lesson on the board and a 

printed grid on their desks. The grid should have enough 

squares vertically and horizontally for the students to print the 

largest word – one letter in each box on the grid. It may be 

bigger than that if desired. Have them print the words in the 

squares so that the letters in any word follow consecutively – 

vertically or horizontally. Challenge them to make a puzzle that will trick their friends. 

They must use all the words that you have put on the board. The extra squares are filled 

with any other letters. 

When these puzzles are completed they can be collected and distributed throughout 

the class or the children can challenge their friends to do them. This follow-up activity 

can be done at the time or later in the lesson. 

 



WORD BINGO 

This type of Bingo is suitable for students aged eight or older who 

know a little English. It is a different approach for getting their 

attention at the beginning of the class. The children do, however, 

need to have some experience playing Word Bingo before it can 

be used as a motivator. After they have played a few games they’ll 

start asking “Can we play Bingo?” as soon as they walk in the door. 

You tell them that everyone can play later but there are other things to be done first. 

Most children accept this as being fair and will settle down if they are sure that there will 

be time for several games. Word Bingo is a very effective way of teaching vocabulary 

development.  

 

COMPETITIVE TEAMS: 

Writing 

Children are always interested in different kinds of pictures. 

Look in magazines and cut out colorful pictures, and mount 

them on paper. For each picture think up one or more 

questions that would motivate the children to write something 

that would be interesting of funny about that picture. Divide 

the class into small groups, and give each group a picture, 

with the accompanying question(s) attached. The number 

of groups will depend on the size of your class. Each team is to write a role-play, story or 

verse. When they have finished they are to present their work to the whole class. For 

example, for the picture of the parrots seen here, you could ask what the parrots are 

talking about, or ask the students to make an interesting/funny conversation. 

Whole Class Competition 

- Divide the class into two teams that are facing each other. Give each student a small 

paper containing a question and the answers. Each team should have the same number 

of questions. Have the children give their team a name – a sports hero or favorite TV 

character. Each member of each team is to ask another team member their question. 

The team that answers gets a point if their team member answers correctly. The team 

with the most points wins. This activity is best used with children over eight years of age. 

 

 

 



Try These with Your Class 

Do you ride a bicycle?  

Yes, I ride a bicycle. 

No, I don’t ride a bicycle. 

Do you like to sing? 

Yes, I like to sing. 

No, I don’t like to sing. 

Do your friends live near you? 

Yes, my friends live near me. 

No, my friends don’t live near me. 

Are you a girl? 

Yes, I’m a girl. 

No, I’m not a girl. 

Is your friend a boy? 

Yes, my friend is a boy. 

No, my friend isn’t a boy. 

Do you play soccer? 

Yes, I play soccer. 

No, I don’t play soccer. 

Do you have a sister? 

Yes, I have a sister. 

No, I don’t have a sister. 

Can you run fast? 

Yes, I can run fast. 

No, I can’t run fast. 

Do you like pizza? 

Yes, I like pizza. 

No, I don’t like pizza. 

Do you have black hair? 

Yes, I have black hair. 

No, I don’t have black hair. 

Do you wear blue jeans? 

Yes, I wear blue jeans. 

No, I don’t wear blue jeans. 



Do you like to swim? 

Yes, I like to swim. 

No, I don’t like to swim. 

Every classroom situation is different. Choose any of these ideas that might work for 

your class and for the culture that surrounds your school. Adapt these ideas to meet 

your needs and enjoy the positive attitudes of your students. 

2. Read books 

• By reading a story, you create a picture in your imagination that will connected 

different parts of your brain to English. Find a book that is not too difficult. 

• Do not stop every time you find a new word.  

• Guess what the word probably means, continue reading, and check in your 

dictionary at the end of the page or chapter.  

 

3. Write a journal 

• Writing every day lets you see your grammar clearly in front of you, express your 

ideas, and use a non-oral method in communicate in English. Then read the 

corrected version out loud.  

• It is a good idea to re-copy the corrected journal too, so that you will have the 

experience of writing your ideas down in proper English.   

 

4. Keep a vocabulary notebook 

• Take an active approach to learning new vocabulary.  

• If you find 5 words a day, 6 days a week, you will learn about 140 new words a 

month; 10 words a day would bring you over than 280 new words a month. 

• Hint – approach new words by subject: things connected to your hobies, to your 

interests etc. 

• Do it this way: 

• Think of a word you know in your language. 

• Look it up in your dictionary. 

• When you find the English word, write it down on the left side of your vocabulary 

note book. 

• In the midle of the page, write down if the word is a noun (n), verb (v), adjective 

(adj), etc. so that you will know how to use the word. 

• Look the word up in an English-English dictionary. 

• Write the English definition on the right side of the the page (or on the next 

page). 



• Copy a sentence from the dictionary. This will help you learn how to use the word 

correctly. 

• Practice reading this sentence untll it becomes natural for you. 

 

5. Speak lots of English with your friends 

• You improve your spoken English by speaking English in different situations with 

people of all nationalities.  

•  If you want to speak English better in the future, speak it as much as possible 

now! 

 

6. Watch English series, movies and listens to English music! 

Either we are aware of this or not, we are exposed to English everyday in our 

lives. We have our own favourite English movies, series and music, don’t we? So, 

• Even if you don’t understand everything, you will still be learning.  

• It is possible to understand the content even if you know only 30% of the words 

that you hear!  

• Your listening ability will improve day by day-and it’s fun! 

 

Learning the language goes beyond the boundaries of merely for educational 

purposes. Think of language is something beautiful, a language that is spoken by 

almost everyone in this world.  

 

 

 

 


